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A note from Mrs. Hitch
Hello Oak Trace Families!
 
It was great to see so many of you here for parent teacher conferences. We look forward to
continuing to work with you to make sure your child has the best possible education!
 
Next week will be a short week due to Thanksgiving break. There will be no school on
Wednesday, Thursday, or Friday next week. There will also not be a newsletter.
 
Congratulations to our Student of the Month, Karim Fataliyev! Karim works hard everyday, is a
friend to others, is bilingual at the age of 8, and a joy to have in class! Thanks Karim!
 
Congratulations to two Rock Strong winners at Oak Trace! Mrs. Whitaker was nominated for
her hard work meeting the needs of our students each day. Our bus driver, Mr. Macy, won as
well! Remember you can nominate a staff member for the Rock Strong award by clicking the
link in any Shamrock Blast.
 
Thank you to everyone who joined us at Culver's on Tuesday! It was fun to see the entire
restaurant �lled with Oak Trace families!
 
As a reminder, you must be safe visitor approved if you would like to chaperone a �eld trip or
eat lunch at school with your child. You can register on the attached link if you haven't already.
https://www.wws.k12.in.us/about-us/wws-school-safety/safe-visitor
 
We are looking for extra help in the lunch room. If you'd like to sign up to help in the
lunchroom from 11 - 1 occasionally, please sign up here. You must be safe visitor approved in
order to help. Thank you! Additionally, you can sign up on this Sign Up Genius to eat lunch with
your child. Just a reminder that we do not allow fast food to be brought in for lunches with
students. Thanks!
 
Have a great weekend!

https://www.wws.k12.in.us/about-us/wws-school-safety/safe-visitor
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0F4FA9AD2DA5FA7-lunch1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4fa9ad2da5fa7-lunch


Note from the school nurse
We are seeing an increase in illnesses at school. Please keep
your child home to monitor them if the are not feeling well. We
want to try to reduce the spread of the illnesses. If you feel your
child needs Tylenol or Ibuprofen to get through the day, please
keep home.

 
Jane Hitch
Principal
(317) 867-6410
@MrsHitchOTES

https://cdn.smore.com/u/5003/d79d065eaa974f5d470f98d7550f783c.png
https://cdn.smore.com/u/c556/0290dce01e1849d43cfd88dd5592a49f.jpg
https://cdn.smore.com/u/f0c0/f29698275098f310d9cba3b436a7fc4a.jpg
https://cdn.smore.com/u/fe52/6178f2a0c20ea7dd094ec70dc0e3034d.jpg
https://cdn.smore.com/u/8bac/5f94295e19bf393de54a7ab1286ffe6b.jpg
https://cdn.smore.com/u/154e/1e23e555deafe4932b04bd61a28eacde.jpg
https://cdn.smore.com/u/13a8/08bbea78b8befd2267a8b1628856dcb1.jpg


Safe Visitor registration
If you want to participate in classroom activities or chaperone
�eld trips, you must be registered in Safe Visitor. To register or
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What's Happening
November 23 - 25 - Thanksgiving Break - No School
November 28-December 9-Book Fair
December 6-Book Fair Family Night 3:30-6:30
December 8-3rd & 4th grade choir concert
December 16-Winter Parties

renew your registration in Safe Visitor, please use the link
below.
 
https://secure.safevisitorsolutions.com/Safe/Volunteer/00347
1/volunteer 

https://secure.safevisitorsolutions.com/Safe/Volunteer/003471/volunteer
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Substitute teaching
We LOVE having parent substitute teachers!! If you are
interested in subbing at OTES, please contact Molly Baker at
bakerm@wws.k12.in.us or call 317-867-6403. You can request
to be a substitute for OTES only if you are interested.

mailto:bakerm@wws.k12.in.us
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Attendance line
Attendance line phone # is 317-867-6401. For all absences and late arrivals, press 1 to leave
a message. Please call by 8:30 A.M.
 
For all transportation changes, please call 317-867-6401 and press 1 to leave a message by
1:30 P.M.
 
If calling after 1:30 P.M., please call the o�ce directly at #317-867-6411

thinking thursday question
According to the Guinness Book of World Records, what is the
weight of the largest pumpkin pie ever made?
 
3,699 pounds!
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Lunch times
Kindergarten 11:00-11:30
1st 11:40-12:10
2nd 11:15-11:45
3rd 12:00-12:30
4th 12:20-12:50

Math Challenge
The following students have passed the Math Challenge:
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4th:

LOTS of PTO Information
 
PTO volunteers for various events throughout the year. 
 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094DAEAF28A75-2022 
 
Please remember to follow Oak Trace PTO on Facebook to get all the latest information!
 
https://www.facebook.com/OTESPTO

RENT THE ROCK
The rental is $20 per day this year and we are renting every
day Sunday- Thursday. We do have some days not available
due to vacations or special events. Rental and payment are
completed through the membership toolkit as in previous
years. 
 
https://oaktrace.membershiptoolkit.com/home 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094DAEAF28A75-2022
https://www.facebook.com/OTESPTO
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What's happening
in Stem
We had a fantastic week in
STEM! On Wednesday we
began a new rotation that will
take us through December 2nd.
During this rotation 4th grade
students are learning about
binary code, the building blocks
of computer coding. Third
graders are continuing their
work with Lego WeDo 2.0 and
learning how to code and drive
a robot called Sphero. 2nd
grade students are creating a
Home Alone inspired battle
plan for Ozobot intruders. First
grade students are coding with
Code and Go Mouse and Botley,
two coding robots.
Kindergarten students are
doing their �rst Breakout EDU
game inspired by the story If
You Take a Mouse to School,
and getting signed up for their
�rst coding class. As always, if
you have any questions, please
contact me at any time at
gibbsj@wws.k12.in.us. Have a
great weekend, and a
wonderful Thanksgiving
holiday next week!

What's happening
in the Library
We have had a great week
watching the preview videos
for our upcoming Book Fair!
This always gets them excited
for the big event! Your student
should have brought home or
will next week, a Book Fair
"newspaper" after watching the
preview video to share with
you! These are just a few of
the books that will be available
during the fair! Also, if you
would like to set up an eWallet
for your child to use - just
follow the next steps! (On the
Internet just search for
“Scholastic Book Fairs” and
then click on “Fair Finder” and
type in Oak Trace Elementary!
Then, scroll down to the
eWallet section and follow the
simple directions!) If you had a
balance in your eWallet from
the last Book Fair...you can
transfer that over to be used
THIS Book Fair! You do not
have to print off anything to
send with your student as I will
have all the eWallet balances in
the registers! Also, the teachers
will have a wish list in the
library if you would like to add
to their classroom libraries!
Remember : "Family Night" is
Tuesday, December 6th from
3:30p.m. to 6:30 p.m.!
Happy Reading!
Mrs. Walker

Nurse's clinic
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What's happening
in music
Kindergarten has been working
on rhyming words, counting,
and steady beat with the song
"The Ants Go Marching."
 
1st Grade- We have been
working on short and long
sounds to the song "Turkey
Tom" and learning a
Thanksgiving song as we
follow the melodic contour of it
with our voices. 
 
2nd Grade- We �nished We
Honor the Brave last week. All
of our 2nd grade students did
such a great job! We are
working on rhythms Ta and Ta-
di to the song Turkey Tom and
using the boomwhackers and
body percussion to the song
"Run Turkey Run."
 
3rd and 4th grade students are
playing the ukuleles and
reading music notes on the
staff.
Have a Harmonious Weekend!
Mrs. Paul and Mrs. Mueller

What's happening
in art
Dear Oak Trace Families, If
you have a student in 2nd or
1st grade you might have
heard about something called
"Scissor Ninjas". It's a cutting
incentive I came up with to get
students excited about being
amazing artists with their
scissors. It's really called
scissor skills, but where's the
excitement in that??? To
become a Scissor Ninja the
students work their way thru a
series of cutting activities that
increase in di�culty. Those
are our "belts" like in martial
arts. They start with white belt
which is learning to cut in the
middle of a line: we call it Cars
on the Road and ending with
black belt where they cut out 3
shapes that have
both straight, zigzag and
curved lines. I am PICKY- to be
a Scissor Ninja means you're
the best there is in cutting, so it
has to be exact. Next week I
will share with you the tips I
teach so that student's cutting
skills will be Ninja-Worthy!
Have a good weekend.

What's happening
in PE
We are in the middle of our
soccer unit and the students
are doing great. They are
having fun learning the rules of
the game and how to handle
the ball with their feet. We have
played a couple really fun
soccer games. Ask your child
about the games they played
this week.
 
We are also about to begin the
Fifa World Cup this Sunday.
Each class chose a country out
of a hat to cheer for. The class
that chose the winning team
will get an extra PE session!
Hopefully your child will
remember what country their
class chose. It would be a
great conversation starter to
talk with them about other
countries and cultures.
 
FUTURE ROCKS PROGRAM IS
STILL GOING STRONG!!
Remember, if your child
attends any WHS or WMS
sporting event they are eligible
for a Future Rocks wristband.
All you have to do is Tweet a
picture of them to @OTES_PE.
Winter sports are kicking off
and they are all looking for
great community support at
their events.
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