
Oak Trace Weekly
Update
October 14, 2022

A note from Mrs. Hitch
Hello Oak Trace Families!
 
We had so much fun this week at Oak Trace! Most of our enrichment classes ended - see
below for pictures from our fashion show and spa day! Kindergarten celebrated pumpkin day
with fun activities as well! Our cafeteria hosted Dress Like a Farmer Day. First grade had a visit
from �re�ghters to learn about �re safety. Abbie was proud of her dad being one of the
�re�ghters! Fourth grade had WHS students (including many OTES alumni!) talk to them about
trying 10% harder each day. Third grade learned about the scienti�c method with pumpkins.
Learning is fun!
 
We were proud to recognize Braylen Gadson as our Student of the Month for October. Braylen
works hard in school and brings joy to his class!
 
Former Oak Trace student, Eagle Scout candidate, and WHS senior, Jackson Schafer,
dedicated a bench made out of recycled plastic bottle caps to our school. For his Eagle Scout
project, Jackson collected over 206 pounds of bottle caps and drove them to Evansville,
Indiana where the company Green Tree Plastics turned all the caps into a bench! It sits in the
kindergarten playground for the students to enjoy. Thanks, Jackson!!
 
We are looking for extra help in the lunch room. If you'd like to sign up to help in the
lunchroom from 11 - 1 occasionally, please sign up here. You must be safe visitor approved in
order to help. Thank you! Additionally, you can sign up on this Sign Up Genius to eat lunch with
your child.
 
It's not too late to sign up to audition for the talent show! Here's the link!
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080f4eadac23a13-oaktrace
 
I'd love to add pictures in the next newsletter of students reading over Fall Break. If you take a
picture of your child reading next week - at home, on the beach, in the car, at BAC, etc., send it
to my email and I will include it! (hitchj@wws.k12.in.us.) Have a safe and wonderful Fall
Break!!

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0F4FA9AD2DA5FA7-lunch1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0f4fa9ad2da5fa7-lunch
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Jane Hitch
Principal
(317) 867-6410
@MrsHitchOTES
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What's Happening
October 15th-23rd - FALL BREAK
October 26th - All Pro Dads 7:30 A.M.
October 28th - Fall parties
November 3rd - PICTURE RETAKES

Picture Retakes: November 3rd
Here are a couple of reminders about picture retake day.
 
 

New students or students who were absent during the
original picture day/s should come to the camera on Retake Day.
Students who would like a retake must bring their original portrait packet to the camera
and return it to the photographer.

WWS Referendum Info From our PTO
Do you have questions about the referendum? Do you want a better understanding of why we
are voting on this in November? Dr. Kaiser will be speaking to Oak Trace families and local
residents on Tuesday the 25th, from 7:00 - 8:00 PM at the Viking Meadows Clubhouse
conference room. Please join us to learn more and ask our superintendent any questions you
may have.
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Lost and Found
We have LOTS of clothing items, water bottles, etc. in our lost
and found already. Please look at the pictures below to see if
you recognize any of your child's jackets, etc.
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Oak Trace Talent Show
TO: ALL OTES PARENTS & STUDENTS
FROM: Mrs. Paul
RE: 2022 OAK TRACE TALENT SHOW
Dear Parents and Students,
The time has come for auditions for our annual Talent Show
which features some of the talents of our students at Oak
Trace. The Talent Show will be shown on Tuesday, November
22. We �rmly believe that every child at Oak Trace is talented in
some way. The talent show is just one opportunity during the
school year for students with visible and/or performance
related talents to demonstrate their abilities to our school
family. Can you think of a fun, creative way for your child to
show or demonstrate a special talent? The goal of our program
is to showcase a VARIETY of different performances.
If you would like your child to audition for the talent show, the
audition dates and times are as follows:
Tuesday, October 25 2:45-4:30
Thursday, October 27 2:45-4:30
We are using an online sign up form this year for audition
times. To sign up, please click on the link below. You can also
copy and paste it into your browser.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080f4eadac23a13-
oaktrace

 
If your audition time is before 3:30 you will stay after school. If
it is after 3:30 you can go home and return 15 minutes before
your audition time. IF you are in BAC you will come to the
Multi-Purpose Room 15 minutes before your audition, and then
you will
Your child will need to have ALL the necessary items for
his/her act at auditions including music, props, or costumes
where applicable. If any of these items are not available for the
audition (this usually only relates to costumes), the student
should at least be able to describe these details to the judges
at the time of the audition. Acts should be no more than 3
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From the nurse's clinic
Students cannot have medications (ie Tylenol, Ibuprofen,
cough drops) in their backpacks or on themselves. Students
need to come to the clinic if they need any medications.
Thank you so much for your help with this.

 
If your child comes home with borrowed clothes from the
nurse, please wash and return these clothes ASAP.

 
The nurse needs boys size 4-10 pants/shorts.

minutes in length. We encourage all types of acts, but we do
not want any singing along with the lead vocals of the
recording artist. Background vocals are �ne. You will need a
Karaoke version (I-Tunes or Youtube is a good place to go) or
sheet music and someone to play the piano for you. If you
come to auditions and sing along with vocals of an artist on a
recording, your act will not be considered. Parents are
welcome to attend auditions with their child to assist with
costumes and props if needed. Younger students often need
assistance to organize and present their act.
Although we would love to include every act that auditions we
must limit the length of the program to the top 20 acts or 70
minutes.
If you would like your child to audition for the talent show,
please complete the audition form on the back and return it to
Mrs. Paul no later than October 21, 2022 and sign up for an
audition time.

 
The Talent Show Committee
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Substitute teaching
We LOVE having parent substitute teachers!! If you are
interested in subbing at OTES, please contact Molly Baker at
bakerm@wws.k12.in.us or call 317-867-6403. You can request
to be a substitute for OTES only if you are interested.

Attendance line
Attendance line phone # is 317-867-6401. For all absences and late arrivals, press 1 to leave
a message. Please call by 8:30 A.M.
 
For all transportation changes, please call 317-867-6401 and press 1 to leave a message by
1:30 P.M.
 
If calling after 1:30 P.M., please call the o�ce directly at #317-867-6411

Safe Visitor registration
If you want to participate in classroom activities or chaperone
�eld trips, you must be registered in Safe Visitor. To register or
renew your registration in Safe Visitor, please use the link
below.
 
https://secure.safevisitorsolutions.com/Safe/Volunteer/00347
1/volunteer 
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Lunch times
Kindergarten 11:00-11:30
1st 11:40 12:10

thinking thursday question
What are the two largest crops produced in Indiana?
 
Corn and Soybeans
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2nd 11:15-11:45
3rd 12:00-12:30
4th 12:20-12:50

Math Challenge
The following students have passed the Math Challenge:
 
4th: Eli C. and Kai F.

LOTS of PTO Information
 
PTO volunteers for various events throughout the year. 
 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094DAEAF28A75-2022 
 
Please remember to follow Oak Trace PTO on Facebook to get all
the latest information!
 
https://www.facebook.com/OTESPTO

RENT THE ROCK
The rental is $20 per day this year and we are renting every
day Sunday- Thursday. We do have some days not available
due to vacations or special events. Rental and payment are
completed through the membership toolkit as in previous
years. 
 
https://oaktrace.membershiptoolkit.com/home 
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What's happening
in Stem
We had a wonderful week in
STEM! This week began a new
rotation. During this rotation 4th
graders are building the craft
stick bridges that they
designed during the last
rotation. Third graders are
continuing with their coding
activities on code.org and
doing a Breakout EDU game
about communities. 2nd
graders are working with
Ozobots, which are line
following robots, and 1st grade
students are continuing their
coding work on code.org.
Kindergarteners are doing an
engineering project with the
story The Gingerbread Cowboy
where they have to build
something to help the
Gingerbread Cowboy safely
cross the river. As always, if
you have any questions, please
contact me at
gibbsj@wws.k12.in.us, and
have a fantastic fall break.

What's happening
in the Library
Lots of fun going on in the
library! The students have had
so much fun choosing
Makerspace activities to
explore in the library!
Makerspace is the chance for
students to have the
opportunity to explore their
interests through hands-on
creative projects! I always try
to have at least three
categories of activities
available for the boys and girls
to choose from - CREATIVITY-
ENGINEERING-BUILDING-
STRATEGY! It is always so fun
to see what they choose and
what they "do" with it! We will
have other Makerspace
rotations throughout the school
year so the boys and girls will
have chances to explore other
activities they are curious
about! Also our �rst BOOK
FAIR is coming up! It will be
December 2nd, 5th through the
9th! Each class will get to
preview the week of November
28th through December 1st.
Also, we will have "Family
Night" on December 6th from
3:30-6:30 p.m! This is a great
opportunity to come with your
children to shop or to pick up
some great holiday gifts!
Happy Reading!
Mrs. Walker

Nurse's clinic
I am in need of boys size 4-8
clothes for the clinic. I would
appreciate any donations that
you might have. Thank you so
much.
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New art stools
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What's happening
in music
Kindergarten is �nishing their
Wee Willie Winkie piece on the
xylophones.
 
1st Grade, 3rd Grade, and 4th
Grade students are learning a
pumpkin song. It is a song that
is used for a passing game as
the pumpkin is passed around
a circle from student to student
to the steady beat. As the
students are out they play an
ostinato (repeated rhythm
pattern) as the rest of the class
plays the passing game. The
1st grade students have one
ostinato they will play, and 3rd
and 4th grade students will play
one of 4 ostinatos on a variety
of instruments.
2nd Grade is learning the last
couple of songs for our
Veteran's Day program.
 
See the attachment with the
link to sign up for a talent show
audition, and the form that
needs to be �lled out and
returned on Monday, October
24.
 
Have a great fall break! 
Mrs. Paul

What's happening
in art
Thank you SO much for
everyone who donated to Oak
Trace's WalkAThon. Your
generosity touches so many.
We are happy to showcase our
new art stools. They are
AWESOME and
very much needed! Have a
great Fall Break and enjoy this
time with your family and
friends. 

What's happening
in PE
Watch this short video to see
what kinds of activities your
child has done the past few
weeks in PE. We are �nishing
up our throwing and catching
unit and the students have
loved the games!!
 
https://drive.google.com/�le/d
/1jb_QrmL1TDGCgHjuRe35eB
OpZFeKzCxT/view?
usp=sharing 
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