
A Note from Mrs. Hitch

Hello Oak Trace Families,

We've been so busy since our last newsletter! Our students are working hard in reading and math
and so many things. Fourth graders are working on their Famous Hoosiers projects, third graders
are hard on work on odes, second graders are tackling main idea and details, �rst graders are
learning subtraction strategies, while kindergartners are doing narrative writing. We've had a lot of
extra events as well!

We enjoyed the celebrating the many talents of our students at the talent show last week. We are
so impressed! On Monday our choir sang the national anthem at the Pacers game. We had so
much fun. Our choir did a fantastic job and represented Oak Trace well! Tonight we will join the
high school and honor Tucker Swain's love of reading and basketball. Please join us tonight at the
basketball game. All books donated will go to the Tucker Swain vending machine for our students.
See below for more information. Thank you!

Good luck to our choir who will sing at West�eld in Lights tomorrow at 4:30. Stop by and hear
them sing if you are at this wonderful community event!

We've had a lot of students arriving late in the drop off line lately. Please remember that students
are expected to be in their classrooms by 7:50 or will be considered tardy. Thank you for your help
with this.

We are still having to turn people away from events. We hate to do that! PLEASE take the time to
click the link below and make sure you and your spouse (and relatives if they will be visiting) are
Safe Visitor approved. To sign up for Safe Visitor, please visit
https://www.wws.k12.in.us/Page/1474 If you aren't sure if your Safe Visitor has expired, you can
email Lori Egler at eglerl@wws.k12.in.us. Thank you!!

Have a wonderful weekend!

https://www.wws.k12.in.us/Page/1474
mailto:eglerl@wws.k12.in.us


Jane Hitch
hitchj@wws.k12.in.us
@MrsHitchOTES

What's Happening
December 4-8 - Book Fair
December 5 - Book fair family night 3:30-6:30

mailto:hitchj@wws.k12.in.us


Winter Party 12/15/23
If you would like to attend the parties, please RSVP before 12/13 and you MUST be safevisitor
approved.

RSVP link: https://forms.gle/4P1SJyMrCSFyLCF8A

https://forms.gle/4P1SJyMrCSFyLCF8A


Kindergarten: completed!

First Grade:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4EADA62BA6FFC07-
46062450-1stgrade

Second Grade:
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1WZH4NMZJYLUP?
ref_=wl_share

Third Grade:
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/WL7PXBT6XKSC?
ref_=wl_share

Fourth Grade:
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1DR9NVQBKK5OE?ref_=wl_share

Cookies with Santa
Happy Holidays Oak Trace! I am a student at West�eld High
School in the Student Government and want to invite you (and your
students) to our annual Cookies with Santa event! The event will
take place on December 16th from 12 pm to 2 pm at West�eld
High School and is open to the whole community. Here, we will
offer free admission to an event with cookies, crafts, games, and

a free photo opportunity to meet Santa Claus! We are also encouraging monetary donations and toy
donations for the Care Like Cate toy drive that will be taking place at the school during this time.
There will be a space to drop the donations off at the school. Please let us know if you have any
questions! Merry Christmas, West�eld High School Student Government

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4EADA62BA6FFC07-46062450-1stgrade
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1WZH4NMZJYLUP?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/WL7PXBT6XKSC?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1DR9NVQBKK5OE?ref_=wl_share


Holiday Giving

West�eld Education Foundation

https://crm.bloomerang.co/HostedDonation?
ApiKey=pub_cb83e035-0405-11eb-b759-
0a00f05aac29&WidgetId=3375105

https://crm.bloomerang.co/HostedDonation?ApiKey=pub_cb83e035-0405-11eb-b759-0a00f05aac29&WidgetId=3375105


West�eld Ornament
Thanks to the West�eld Chamber of Commerce, you can now give
your holiday decorations a hometown touch. This ornament
recognizes our city's �rst responders while also highlighting the
Monon Trail, a main artery of foot and bike tra�c that connects
our community.
Proceeds from this ornament will go towards the chamber's
student scholarships and help them continue to support our local
businesses.

Click here to buy

Thinking Thursday

On Friday we will have our Mini Dance Marathon. Which hospital
does the Dance Marathon support?

Riley Hospital for Children

Head lice
Head Lice is a common community problem and infestations peak from September to February. It
is the parent’s prime responsibility of assisting in the prevention and management of head lice by

https://westfieldchamberofcommerce.growthzoneapp.com/ap/Events/Register/2rOG8Ddr


regularly checking your child’s head for lice. If they are showing signs of head lice such as tickling
on the scalp, itching, irritability, di�culty sleeping and sores on the head from scratching, please
contact the child’s physician. While head lice are a nuisance, it is not a health issue and does not
spread disease. For information on how to identify head lice, when to seek treatment and general
information about head lice, please see the Oak Trace website under parents and nurse’s clinic. If
you suspect your child has head lice contact your health care provider for treatment options and let
the school nurse know if you are treating a case concerning your child. All information is
con�dential between the school nurse, parent and child. If you have any questions, please do not
hesitate to give me a call.

Melissa Hurst RN
317-867-6405

Substitute teaching

We LOVE having parent substitute teachers!! If you are interested
in subbing at OTES, please contact Molly Baker at
bakerm@wws.k12.in.us or call 317-867-6403. You can request to
be a substitute for OTES only.

Attendance Line
Attendance line phone # is 317-867-6401.
For all absences and late arrivals, press 1 to leave a message. Please call by 8:30 A.M.

For all transportation changes, please call 317-867-6401 and press 1 to leave a message by 1:30
P.M.
If calling after 1:30 P.M., please call the o�ce directly at #317-867-6411

Safe Visitor Registration

If you want to participate in classroom activities or chaperone �eld
trips, you must be registered in SafeVisitor. To register or renew
your registration in Safe Visitor, please use the link below.

https://secure.safevisitorsolutions.com/Safe/Volunteer/003471/volunteer

Lunch duty helpers

If you'd like to help with lunch duty this year, please open the link
below. You can also �nd this sign-up on our website.

https://signup.com/go/TQYrRfS

Lunch times

mailto:bakerm@wws.k12.in.us
https://secure.safevisitorsolutions.com/Safe/Volunteer/003471/volunteer
https://signup.com/go/TQYrRfS


Kindergarten 10:45-11:15
1st 11:20-11:50
2nd 12:40-1:10
3rd 11:45-12:15
4th 12:10-12:40

Membership Toolkit
Hi! Oak Trace Families! We are so excited for another amazing year at Oak Trace. Please sign up
for Membership Toolkit. Membership Toolkit is the system that we run all of the PTO events
through for the year. Walkathon, Savor West�eld, and Enrichments are run through Toolkit. When
you sign up your family can be added to the directory which is super helpful for planning birthday
parties or playdates! Returning families do need to sign back up every year and update their info.
https://oaktrace.membershiptoolkit.com
Thanks
Oak Trace PTO
Questions? OakTracepto@gmail.com

Rent the Rock!

Starting Friday, August 5 , at 9 am. You will be able to Rent the Rock
through Membership toolkit. The Rock is able to be rented Sunday-
Thursday for $20. You are able to begin painting at 4:00 pm on the
day of your rental. Your beautiful artwork stays up for 24 hours or
until the next person has it rented. All rentable days are divided up
by trimester and posted on membership toolkit. We do block out some days for special events. If
you have questions feel free to email Jodi Hardt at hardtj@wws.k12.in.

What's happening in Stem
We had a wonderful week in
STEM. This week we began a
new rotation that will take us
through December 1st. During
this rotation 4th grade
students are learning about
and experimenting with force,
motion, and energy. 3rd
graders are continuing their
exploration of magnets by
building and testing a VEX Go
magnetic car. Second grade
students are creating a Home

What's happening in the
Library
We made it to the Book Fair!
All classes created their "Wish
Lists" to bring home and share
with you, their family! Each
"Wish List" has the date that
the students will be shopping!
They will shop on their
scheduled library date. Also,
we are super excited to be able
to host our "Family Night" on
Tuesday, December 5th from
3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.! Please
try to utilize the eWallet

Nurse's clinic
To safeguard the transportation
of medication to and from
school, all medication
prescriptions and over the
counter must be dropped off by
a parent or guardian in the
health clinic. Students are not
permitted to carry any
medication without a
physician's order in writing on
�le with the school nurse.
Please contact your school
nurse for assistance if needed

https://oaktrace.membershiptoolkit.com/
mailto:OakTracepto@gmail.com
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Alone themed Ozobot maze.
1st graders are learning about
and exploring with Ozobots,
and Kindergarten students are
creating LEGO marble mazes.
As always, if you have any
questions or concerns, please
contact me at
gibbsj@wws.k12.in.us.

I hope you all have a fantastic
weekend and a very thankful
Thanksgiving holiday.

system, if possible, as it
makes purchasing easier for
everyone! No money has to be
brought to school which means
there is no chance of losing it!
(On the Internet just search for
"Scholastic Book Fairs" and
then click on "Fair Finder" and
type in Oak Trace Elementary!
Then, scroll down to the
eWallet section and follow the
simple directions!)***IF YOU
HAD AN eWALLET MONEY
LEFT FROM A PREVIOUS OAK
TRACE BOOK FAIR...YOU
MUST CREATE A NEW
eWALLET FOR THIS BOOK
FAIR AND TRANSFER THE
LEFTOVER MONEY!*** If
writing a check, please make it
payable to OTES PTO.
Thank you again for supporting
our Book Fair!

Happy Reading!

Mrs. Walker

Please return any clothes your
child has had to borrow from
the nurse's clinic. I am running
low on my supply of clothes.
Thank you so much for your
help in this matter.

What's happening in
music
I was so proud of our OTES
Treble Choir at the Pacers
game on Monday night. They
sang so well, and were great
representatives of Oak Trace.
They will be singing this
Saturday at 4:30 for the
West�eld in Lights event on
the stage at Grand Junction
Pl

What's happening in art
Hello Oak Trace families. I
hope you had a wonderful
Thanksgiving with your friends
and families. We are getting
close to our 1st Trading Card
Swap for 2nd thru 4th grade. It
will happen in January after we
get back our Winter Break. You
must have 9 or more trading
cards �nished to be able to
swap. The cards have to be
interesting and done well or no

What's happening in PE
2nd-4th Grades
We have only 3 PE class
periods before Winter Break.
We have begun our Striking
Unit. This week we played a
version of �oor hockey. We
used two different types of
sticks to give the kids some
variety. They had a great time
and were extremely active.

mailto:gibbsj@wws.k12.in.us


Have a Harmonious Weekend!

Mrs. Paul

one will want to swap with you!
Remember you can always
take 2 trading cards at the end
of class to work on at home to
add to your collection. Here is
another good tip on making an
interesting card at home.
Collage with Magazine
Scrap:Cut out a fun image from
a magazine and make a black
and white line drawing scene
around it. Easy and
interesting!! See example
below.

Next week we are going to play
PICKLEBALL! With the growing
popularity of this sport I want
to introduce it to the kids so
they can enjoy it outside of
school. It will be a modi�ed
version but we will be
discussing the rules and some
techniques.

K-1st Grades
We began our Striking Unit as
well. The �rst thing we did was
a student favorite known as
"keepy uppy." They used the
lollipop paddles to keep the
balloon in the air as long as
possible. It is amazing how
much they love doing this!
Then we played a game where
the students were trying to hit
gator skin balls to knock down
the other team's pins. We used
a scoreboard and were able to
have some great discussions
about sportsmanship and
winning and losing. Next week
we will play some other
striking games to continue or
work on hand eye
coordination.

Molly Baker
Molly is using Smore to create beautiful newsletters




